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From Congress to Campus:
An Interview with Marty Meehan 32
Chris Markuns spends a day with UMass Lowell’s newest and perhaps most
highly-anticipated chancellor as he prepares for his first year on the job.

A Downtown Renaissance 36
The city of Haverhill is luring new visitors and residents to its increasingly
vibrant downtown offering hip restaurants, galleries, and options for loft living.
Andy Smith looks at the current situation in the old Shoe City.

From the Valley to the Bayou and Back Again 46
Andy Smith tells the story of life post-Katrina for two Andover natives—one
with a young family who returned to her hometown, the other a college kid
who made New Orleans his adopted home.

Once Upon a Time in the Merrimack Valley: 
An Interview with Fritz Wetherbee 50
Gregory L. Norris shares his delightful conversation with the star of 
New Hampshire’s popular television series Chronicle.

Just What They Needed 54
For some, a run-down 1930s camp may not seem the most desirable 
real estate investment. But for those with love for a serene setting and a lot 
of imagination, it makes the perfect choice. Gillian R. Swart takes a first look 
at how an old Andover camp is evolving for life with a new family.

A Supernatural Spectacular 58
Michelle Xiarhos Curran’s real life experience on a professional ghost hunt
proved a bit more than she bargained for when pitching this story. Read about
her thrilling night spent observing the New England Ghost Project in action.

The Man behind the Dog:
Artist Dale Rogers, Jr. 66
After featuring his well-known metal sculpture of a dog that sits alongside 
I-495 in our summer issue, MVM thought Dale Rogers, Jr., was worth a 
look, too. Andy Smith interviews this young yet accomplished artist and
Haverhill native.

Cider Hill Goes Green 76
An Amesbury farm embraces wind power to increase self-sufficiency. 
Gillian R. Swart interviews the father/son team who made it happen.

Cooking with New England Apples 79
Fall is the time for apple picking, but do you know what types of apples 
are grown in the Valley and what they are most suited to in the kitchen?
Barbara Bourassa explains, offering up some different recipe ideas for the 
ubiquitous apple.
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Cover Image
Grapes begin to ripen at Jewell Towne Vineyards in South Hampton, NH.
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Happenings  12
Recent events and notable people in the Merrimack Valley.

Business Spotlight: Sprouts of Success  22
From humble beginnings to a million dollar company, Susan Leger Ferraro 
realizes her dream for Little Sprouts Child Enrichment Center.

Downtown: Main Street, Andover  24
Karen Sackowitz takes us on a walking tour of downtown Andover, home of
numerous independent and upscale retailers.

Community Spotlight: The Mother Connection  30
Local organization provides a supportive network for moms with young children.

Get Outside: Windham Rail Trail  34
This four-mile former rail bed provides an easily accessible recreation opportunity
for walking, bicycling, and horseback riding on the MA/NH border.

Practical Matters  53
Advice on purchasing condominium insurance, contributed by Fred Malcolm, Jr.,
licensed insurance broker and adviser.

Native Prose  61
Dark Reflection, by Gregory L. Norris

Spotlight on the Arts: Grand Theater  68
The Methuen Young People’s Theater continues to thrive in its twenty-first year of
production with an upcoming performance of The Gondoliers.

Musician Profile: Josh Logan  71
Brett Cromwell interviews Manchester native and TV’s Rock Star Supernova
alumnus, Josh Logan.

River Roundup  72
This issue’s arts and entertainment calendar counts fall festivals and 
spooky attractions among its extensive events listing.

Good Eats  83
Charlton Becker visits Ristorante Molise in Amesbury, MA.

Wine Notes: Jewel of the Vine  84
Writer and wine lover Michelle Xiarhos Curran takes you to Jewell Towne
Vineyards in South Hampton, NH.

Dining Guide  88
The definitive guide to dining destinations in the Valley.

Remembrances  96
Andy Smith interviews Lowell resident and brother-in-law to Jack Kerouac, 
Mr. John Sampas.

Portrait of the Valley  98
Fall Colors, contributed by Trish McGregor

D E P A R T M E N T S

30

96

1222

34

24

6883

84


