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Rumble on the River 26
Decades-old debate over the fate of Newburyport’s waterfront continues, 
but with a new twist in the form of developer Steve Karp.

Home Field Advantage: 
Baseball, Merrimack Valley Style 32
America’s pastime is alive and well in the Valley, and these Red Sox alternatives
offer exciting play at a fraction of the cost.

Capturing the Best of Old and New: 
Period-inspired Landscapes 38
Matching your gardens to the style of your home is one of the most important
things you can do to create a pleasing landscape. Designer Lillian Newbert
shows MVM some spectacular examples of her work creating and revising 
colonial gardens for historical homes.

Uncommon Attractions 52
Michelle Xiarhos Curran uncovers some of the lesser-known places to visit and
offbeat things to do as part of our first annual guide to summer.

From the Water and Above 56
Looking for someplace new to launch your boat this summer? Or dreaming 
of what the Merrimack River looks like from the seat of a small airplane? 
Read on for the definitive summer guide to beaching, boating, and flying 
in the Valley.

Jen Kearney and the Lost Onion 65
Brett Cromwell interviews accomplished musician and Lowell resident Jen Kearney.

Prime Meat 70
Summer is the time for grilling, so why not purchase the best meat on 
the market? Local butchers have it, and MVM tells you where to find them.
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Cover Images
On the Merrimack River in Newburyport, at the first light of day and as night falls over
the city. Go to www.mvmag.net to see both covers used for the summer issue of the
magazine and vote for your favorite.

Photos by Kevin Harkins
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Happenings  12
Recent events and notable people in the Merrimack Valley.

Community Spotlight  16
Brian Kologe takes us inside the Point Shore institution that is 
Lowell’s Boat Shop.

Business Spotlight  18
Did Someone Say Dipple Turf? Something new is “growing” at 
Amesbury Sports Park.

Practical Matters  22
Useful information for homeowners about current wetlands regulations that 
may affect their outdoor activities. Contributed by Attorney Barry Fogel.

Buy Local  44
The Merrimack Valley has a rich agricultural past, and though the landscape
certainly has changed, there are still plenty of options for purchasing fresh, 
flavorful, locally grown produce.

Native Prose  48
Still Undone, local fiction by Michelle Xiarhos Curran

River Roundup  59
This issue’s arts and entertainment calendar offers loads of ideas 
for summer fun.

Spotlight on the Arts  62
With a legendary folk festival and an extensive summer music series, 
Lowell rocks.

Wine Notes  66
Peter D. Oldak takes you to Zorvino Vineyards in Sandown, NH.

Good Eats  68
Charlton Becker visits Commercial Street Fishery in Manchester, NH. 

Dining Guide  74
Discover some of the best restaurants in the Valley and tasty recipes 
that are sure to please.

Remembrances  80
Gillian Swart interviews longtime Plum Island summer resident Marjorie Brewer.

Portrait of the Valley  82
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