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Arena Football at Home in the Valley 21
Chris Markuns talks with the Manchester Wolves.

Dancing with the Star: 
An Interview with Tom Bergeron 24
Haverhill native and host of numerous television shows including “Dancing
with the Stars” and “America’s Funniest Home Videos,” Tom Bergeron reflects
on his life and career, from the Merrimack Valley to Hollywood.

Salisbury Beach: 
The Valley’s Next Comeback Kid? 32
Historically the home to amusements and ramshackle beach homes, Salisbury
Beach is taking on new life. Joe Clements gives us an inside look at the changes
going on in this seaside community.

Spring Redesign: Embracing the 
Change of Seasons Inside Your Home 38
Does your home need a change, but not necessarily a total re-haul? 
Michelle Xiarhos Curran interviews four Merrimack Valley interior designers
who share their secrets for freshening up your décor to welcome spring. 

Day Trip 45
Butterfly Place in Westford is fascinating to both children and adults alike.
Andy Smith visits. 

Planning a Butterfly Garden 46
Simple choices for the garden bring more than just color in the form of flowers.
MVM tells you how to design your own butterfly garden.

Preserving a Local Landmark 50
After many months and painstaking attention to detail, the renovation 
of North Parish Church has come a long way toward completion. 
Andy Smith tells us about their preservation efforts and the fantastic results.

Sunchunck Proves Positivity Rocks 59
In the first of a series profiling local musicians, Michelle Xiarhos Curran 
interviews the talented members of Merrimack Valley-based band Sunchunck.

Authentic Ethnic Foods 64
In our continuing exploration of the Valley’s best restaurants, Andy Smith 
tells about Greek roots in the Valley, and where to find the best Greek food.
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Cover Image
Tom Bergeron strikes a pose on the set of “America’s Funniest Home Videos.”
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Happenings  10
Recent events and notable people in the Merrimack Valley.

Business Spotlight  14
As the only female project manager at Toll Brothers/Northeast Region, 
Gerry-Lynn Darcy has made quite a name for herself. Gillian Swart shares 
their conversation.

Community Spotlight: 
Free, Private Schools Empower Lawrence Youth  16
Rebecca Spolarich takes a look inside two Lawrence schools that have 
opened their doors to at-risk boys and girls, giving them the opportunity to 
stop the cycle of poverty through education and to live the life they deserve.

Practical Matters  44
Potential homebuyers learn the importance of using a buyer broker when 
making that big purchase. Contributed by attorney and real estate broker
Richard J. Rosa.

Buy Local:
Our Surviving Independent Bookstores  48
Chris Markuns’s extensive research revealed just four all-purpose independent
bookstores remain in the Valley. He shares their secrets to success.

Spotlight on the Arts:
Western Avenue Studios  54
Local and regional artists find affordable workspace at Western Avenue
Studios. Gillian Swart visits on an open studio day (held the first Saturday 
of each month) and discovers a diverse mix of artists calling this looming 
old mill building home.

River Roundup  56
This spring’s arts and entertainment guide offers something for everyone.

Good Eats  60
Charlton Becker shares his experience at Mission Oak Grill in Newburyport.

Wine Notes  62
Peter Oldak begins this ongoing column by sharing his extensive knowledge 
of the grapes that grow well in New England and the wines they produce.
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Andy Smith interviews Romeo Dorval, longtime resident of Manchester, NH.
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