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The team gets together after a successful shoot. Left to right: Castillo’s husband, 
Matthew Leslie; Castillo; MVM Managing Editor Kate Harper; Publisher Glenn Prezzano; 
Director of Advertising Leigh Hanides; and Izzy’s owner Leigh Heffron. 

c o v e r    f e a t u r e

movin’ on up

Local girl Susie Castillo has combined her big 
Miss USA win in 2003 with plenty of old-fashioned 
hard work to create a career for herself in television 
and movies. This Methuen native has moved on up to 
L.A., where she has positioned herself to make a big 
impact on Hollywood. Her star is rising high – quickly 
– and there’s no looking back from here. Check out 
Chris Markuns’ conversation with Susie on page 24. 

photography by Lara Woolfson

hair & makeup by April Graffeo & Jos é Batistine,
co-owners, Indra Salon - Andover, MA

wardrobe by Leigh Heffron, owner, Izzy’s - Andover, MA

shot on location at Local 175,
55 Union Street - Methuen, MA

Indoor air quality experts since 1946

(800) 272-2334
climatedesignsystems.com

Preventative maintenance ensures your 
system operates reliably all season long
Climate Design Systems’ unique electric combustion 
analysis produces an internal image of your unit to 
determine its actual effi ciency.

$25.00 off 
pre-season tune-ups

Don’t get buried in unexpected 
costs this heating season

Call now to take advantage 
of pre-season prices — plus, 
all new customers receive 
an extra $25 off tune-ups 
scheduled by October 1!
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c o m m u n i t y
16 l  happenings:
Recent events in the Merrimack Valley.

22 l  movers & shakers:
Notable people in the Merrimack Valley.

23 l  community calendar:
A preview of what’s happening soon in your town.

40 l  shopping downtown:
The Andover Shop brings you the utmost in classic
style for every age.

42 l  community spotlight:
The Book Cellar in Haverhill not only gives residents an 
independent bookseller, but gives Haverhill High School 
students a chance to work in the community.

f e a t u r e s
30 l  pedal to the metal:
Steve Whipple takes a look at some of the surprising 
history of car racing in the Valley.

34 l  is this thing on?
Learning the comedy ropes at local stand-up hot spots,
by Adam McCune.

44 l  the show must go on:
The Merrimack Repertory Theatre has been bringing
quality theater to Lowell for more than 30 years. 

58 l  WildCheff's got game:
Meet Denny Corriveau, the WildCheff of Amesbury, who has been 
teaching the joy of cooking with game to foodies for years. 

c o l u m n s
10 l  style file:
Natasha Nader brings you the latest on boot trends for the fall.

12 l  travel advisory:
Visit the Mountain View Grand in Whitefield, NH,
with Pete Lampron.

14 l  remembrances:
Gillian Roberta Swart introduces us to Ralph Ayers,
longtime Newburyport resident.

d e p a r t m e n t s
38 l  get outside:
Visit the Parker River Wildlife Refuge this fall to witness the 
spectacular migration of the monarch butterflies.

c u l t u r e
48 l  book review:
The Big Splash, reviewed by Michelle Xiarhos Curran.

50 l  native prose:
“Room for a Soldier,” by Johannah Davies Spero.

52 l  artist profile:
Manchester illustrator and portrait artist Cameron Bennett.

54 l  arts & entertainment calendar:
Your definitive guide to arts and entertainment in the Valley.

72 l  portrait of the valley:
“Morning Feeding,” by Mark Brown.

c u i s i n e
62 l  good eats:
Betsey Beaven reviews Michael Timothy’s.

64 l  dining guide:
A directory of restaurants and recipes that appeal to all tastes.

t a b l e  o f    c o n t e n t s
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