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c o v e r    f e a t u r e

unique. man, music and guitar. 

The Gibson Custom Shop Johnny A. 
Signature Guitar is one of the most incomparable 
production guitars in the world. Its 14-inch wide, 
one and one half-inch deep body is carved from 
a single block of mahogany, and the top from 
figured maple. The neck sports a 22-fret ebony 
fingerboard with a scale of 25 ½ inches. Like the 
man and his music, the guitar is unlike any other. 
Pete Lampron tells us the story of the Valley’s 
own Johnny A. on page 22.

photography by Kevin Harkins

hair & makeup by April Graffeo & Jos é Batistine,
co-owners, Indra Salon - Andover, MA

shot on location at Mal’s Lounge at
George’s Restaurant - Haverhill, MA

 when you install a new central 
air conditioning system by August 28!*

Venstar Wireless Thermostat 
System valued at $400 with installation

air conditioning system by August 28!

Indoor air quality experts since 1946

(800) 272-2334
climatedesignsystems.com

Turn up your comfort with 
the touch of a button

FREE

*Offer applies only to high-effi ciency equipment

Experience total and reliable home comfort when you 
install a quiet, energy-saving air conditioning, and 
receive a wireless, remote control thermostat FREE!

Your purchase may qualify for a tax credit of up to $1,500
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c o m m u n i t y

10 l  happenings: 
Recent events in the Merrimack Valley.

20 l  movers & shakers: 
Notable people in the Merrimack Valley.

42 l  shopping downtown: 
Find the hottest trends in cool sunglasses for this summer.

44 l  community spotlight: 
Disabled children make big strides with equine therapy 
at the Carriage Barn in Newton. 

f e a t u r e s

21 l  spirits of summer: 
Three recipes for tasty, hot-weather cocktails, courtesy of Centro.

28 l  the art of upcycling: 
One second-hand chair gets new life with a total makeover.

32 l  shelter me: 
Local animal shelters find themselves with full houses
as the economy takes its toll.

56 l  local brews: 
Support your local economy (and your taste buds)
this July 4 with these Valley-made beers.

c o l u m n s

38 l  get outside: 
Looking for the perfect way to spend a summer afternoon? 
Try your hand – and your arm – at bocce. 

40 l  in the garden: 
Three unique landscape ideas you can bring home to your own garden.

c u l t u r e

46 l  artist profile: 
Multimedia sculptor Patrick Pierce invites his viewers
into a whole new world.

48 l  spotlight on the arts: 
Heaven for the graphic design inclined, the Museum of Printing 
boasts a vast collection of typefaces and original equipment.

50 l  arts & entertainment calendar: 
Your definitive guide to arts and entertainment in the Valley.

54 l  native prose: 
“Dirt Road Home,” by Tara L. Masih.

72 l  portrait of the valley: 
“Wannalancit Mill Staircase,” by Lee Fortier.

c u i s i n e

60 l  good eats: 
Café Azteca serves up authentic Mexican cuisine.

62 l  dining guide: 
A directory of restaurants and recipes that appeal to all tastes.

t a b l e  o f    c o n t e n t s
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